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ith an eye on the
upcoming Assembly
W
polls in five States this year
and Lok Sabha polls in 2019,
the
Narendra
Modi
Government on Wednesday
approved a C5,500-crore package for the sugar industry.
This includes over twofold jump in production assistance to cane growers and
transport subsidy to mills for
export up to 5 million tonnes
in the marketing year 201819.

The total package is of
`5,538 crore, of which `1,375
crore pertains to transport
subsidy to millers and the
remaining amount will be
credited directly to sugarcane growers as production
assistance. This has come a
day after the UP Govt
announced a slew of measures
for sugar cane farmers and set
November 30 as the deadline
for private sugar millers to
settle cane dues. This is the
third incentives to politically
significant sugarcane sectors
in the past four months.
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n a move to ensure greater
transparency during the polls,
the Election Commission (EC)
has decided to procure VoterVerifiable Paper Audit Trail
(VVPATs) for all polling stations
for the upcoming Lok Sabha
elections in 2019.
For a smooth electoral
process, the EC has begun
preparation 13 months in
advance. About 50 per cent of
the groundwork has been completed as the EC has begun work
ahead of schedule.
As many as 9.45 lakh units
have been produced by the
Bharat Electronics Limited

(BEL), Bangalore and
Electronics Corporation of
India Limited (ECIL),
Hyderabad till date. The
remaining VVPAT units (8
lakh) will be manufactured and
supplied to the various
States/UTs comfortably before
end of November 2018. The
Commission had placed an
order of 17.45 lakh VVPATs to
these two Public Sector Units.
The Commission said the poll
panel would like to allay any
“unfounded apprehensions”
regarding the supply of VVPATs
for the Lok Sabha polls in 2019.
Even as 17 political parties
want the Lok Sabha polls to be
conducted on paper ballots and

wish to discuss the issue the EC,
the polling body has made
improvements in VVPAT
machine design to rule out any
malfunctioning.
According to sources, the
EC is taking extra care this time
to avoid any glitches in the EVM
machines and the update comes
after the embarrassing situation
in Gondia and Kairana bypolls
where many VVPAT design
faltered on over exposure to heat
and light. In other cases, the
paper roll had absorbed humidity and failed to move smoothly in the VVPAT system.
The EC also stated that the
Commission has indeed
enhanced the requirement of

additional VVPATs from 125
per cent to 135 considering the
trend of failure rate of VVPATs
in past elections.
The Commission has estimated 171 per cent Ballot Units,
125 perent Control Units and
135 VVPATs requirements for
upcoming Lok Sabha elections.
“In case of any error in
VVPAT, only VVPAT is
replaced with the reserve one,
whereas, in case of any error in
Ballot Unit or Control Unit of
the EVM, entire set of Ballot
Unit(s), Control Unit and
VVPAT is changed, resulting in
an increase in requirement of
VVPATs than the requirement
of Control Units of EVMs,” it

said.
Sources in the EC said special care will be taken of VVPAT
machines - anti-humidity thermal paper rolls have been procured, which will be used in
high-humidity polling stations.
“These highly absorbent thermal paper rolls will ensure
uninterrupted voting in humid
areas. The heat-and-light problems will be addressed by way
of special hoods that the new
VVPATs will come with,” said
the sources.
“The comprehensive and
systematic preparatory activities for the Lok Sabha elections, including the detailed
First Level Checking of EVMs

and VVPATs have already
commenced across various
States/UTs and will be completed in an efficient, effective
and timely manner. First
Level Checks workshops and
trainings of polling officials
are being regularly conducted by the Commission to
minimise EVM/VVPAT failures due to human errors,” the
EC said.
For the 2019 Lok Sabha
elections, the polling staff
will get trained on how to
handle the new M3 EVM and
the VVPAT machines correctly and as per protocol, so
that malfunctions due to
human error are minimised.
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aking another major leap in
providing hassle-free serT
vices in a transparent manner,
Punjab Revenue Department
has decided to incorporate the
email address, contact number
and Aadhar number of the
property owners in the Record
of Rights (jamabandi).
The decision will come as a
boon to the NRIs and Central
Government employees, who
are residing outside the state,
said the state Revenue Minister
Sukhbinder Singh Sarkaria on
Wednesday.
He said that the
Government would charge Rs
1,000 for the facility which
would safeguard people’s ownership rights and would also
make them feel secure from
fraudulent sale of their proper-

ty by swindlers.
“The fear of losing their land
due to fraudulent means had
become a nightmare for the
NRIs. But, this facility would put
a full-stop on fraud, forgery and
cheating in property sale-purchase as the e-mail and telephone number would be available in the revenue record,
which would facilitate the genuine buyers or sellers in contacting each other personally
and it would also be a boon for
the state exchequer,” said

Sarkaria.
The Additional Chief
S ecretar y-cum-Financial
Commissioner Revenue MP
Singh said that this facility
would also make the procedure
of summoning of parties in
partition or girdawari cases and
even in civil or criminal cases
very easy as the summons can
be served directly to the party
concerned through e-mail or
SMS or telephone call.
Notably, the Revenue
Officers or Courts mostly feel

helpless as the proper addresses of the co-sharers of the property, to be summoned in revenue
court cases, are not available and
sometimes because of the vested interests of the private parties,
they usually hesitate to provide
complete and proper addresses
of the other co-sharers which
ultimately becomes the main
cause for the delay in partition
and other civil cases.

